Summary of Key Changes
Draft Responsible Animal Ownership Bylaw No. 2026-13
Replacement of Animal Control Bylaw No. 2018-07
Purpose

Administration has completed a full review and revamp of the Village’s existing Animal Control Bylaw
No. 2018-07. The proposed Responsible Animal Ownership Bylaw is intended to modernize the
Village’s animal regulations, improve clarity, establish clearer expectations for animal owners, and
align the bylaw with current municipal practices.

The proposed bylaw is not intended to significantly change the overall expectations for responsible
pet ownership within the Village, but rather to reorganize and clarify the regulations while providing
additional flexibility for administration and Council.

Key Changes
1. Complete Bylaw Review and Reorganization
Existing Bylaw:
o Primarily structured around offences, enforcement, licensing, and penalties.
Draft Bylaw:

« Reorganized into sections focused on:

o purpose and application; o responsible ownership expectations;
o definitions; o animal control;

o licensing; o impoundment;

o animal ownership requirements; o enforcement.

2. Updated Responsible Ownership Requirements

The draft bylaw introduces clearer expectations for animal owners, including requirements to provide
appropriate:

care;

shelter;

food and water;

veterinary attention when reasonably required.

It also clarifies owner responsibilities related to:

e nuisance animals;
e noise;

e waste management;
e property damage;

e animal behaviour.

1|Page



Summary of Key Changes
Draft Responsible Animal Ownership Bylaw No. 2026-13
Replacement of Animal Control Bylaw No. 2018-07

3. Licensing and Identification Requirements

The draft bylaw maintains the existing requirement that dogs and cats three months of age or older
must be licensed.

Existing requirements retained:

« licensing of dogs and cats;
o issuance of identification tags;
« tags required when animals are off the owner's property.

Changes include:

« licensing fees will be established through the Master Rates Bylaw rather than within the animal
bylaw;

e temporary visiting animals may be registered without requiring a Village licence where they are
already licensed in another municipality.

4. Animal Ownership Limits
The existing maximum limits remain:

o Maximum of two (2) dogs per property.
e Maximum of two (2) cats per property.

The draft bylaw clarifies the treatment of existing animals exceeding the limit.
Increasing maximum for larger properties.
Existing Approach:

e Grandfathered animals could remain and replacement animals could be permitted in certain
circumstances.

Draft Approach:

« Existing excess animals may remain for their natural life.
o Once numbers fall below the permitted limit, replacement animals cannot be added if it would
exceed the limit.

5. Off-Leash Areas (New Provision)
The draft bylaw provides Council with the ability to designate off-leash areas within the Village.
Requirements would include:

e animals remain under effective control;
e owners remain responsible for animal behaviour;
e animals cannot create a nuisance, threat, or safety concern.
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6. Aggressive Animals and Public Safety
The existing bylaw includes provisions relating to "vicious dogs" and animals causing injury.

The draft bylaw replaces this approach with broader provisions addressing:

attacking or biting persons or animals;

threatening behaviour;

chasing;

aggressive behaviour creating a reasonable concern for public safety.

7. Impoundment Process
The draft bylaw updates the impoundment provisions.
Changes include:

« removal of detailed pound procedures from the bylaw;

« allowing the Village flexibility to use appropriate animal care facilities, contractors,
veterinarians, or other approved locations;

« confirming owners are responsible for reasonable costs related to capture, care, boarding, and
veterinary treatment.

8. Fees and Penalties
The current bylaw includes detailed schedules for:

e licence fees; e impoundment fees;
e violation penalties; e replacement tags.

The draft bylaw removes these schedules and establishes that fees and penalties will be set through
the Village’s Master Rates Bylaw.

Summary

The proposed Responsible Animal Ownership Bylaw represents a complete modernization of the
Village’s existing animal regulations. The primary changes are intended to improve clarity, simplify
administration, and provide more flexibility while maintaining the current expectations for responsible
animal ownership.

The draft bylaw provides:

o clearer responsibilities for animal owners;

e updated enforcement provisions;

e improved administrative flexibility;

« clearer processes for licensing, impoundment, and public safety concerns.

Council will have the opportunity to review the draft bylaw and provide direction regarding public
participation prior to further consideration and readings.
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